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COLE MINERS’ DIG

Principal’s Notes

We’re so excited for all of the upcoming enrichment opportunities for our students that will be sponsored by the
PTO and parent dues. A huge thank you to Mrs. Doherty and Mrs. Bonzagni for organizing all of the events and
necessary transportation.  Here’s a sneak peek for K-2 and the school wide events:

Kindergarten
- Norwell Police & Fire 10/18
- Leigh Baltzer Puppet Show on holiday traditions 12/20
- Skype Ms. Pennycook and have her narrate her Penguin Science Slides 1/10

1st Grade
-Holly Hill Farm Visit 10/28th & 10/29
- Owls Up Close program 11/29
- Franklin Park Zoo Visit 6/3

2nd Grade
High Tech High Touch Programs
-What's the Matter on Monday, 2/7/22
-Friction Give me Traction on Monday, 3/21/22
-Smarty Plants on Monday, 5/16/22

School Wide Programs
- Boo Dash 10/17
- Brian Lies Author Visit 1/31
- Tanglewood Marionettes Cinderella (K-2), An Arabian Adventure (3-5)
- Sheryl Faye as Ruth Bader Ginsburg 3/14

Stay tuned for an update on events/enrichment for grades 3-5.



Next week we’ll be having Fire Safety lessons with the Norwell Fire Department for Fire Safety Week. We’ll also
recognize MA STEM Week in individual classrooms.

There have been some adjustments to bus route pick up and drop off times for some students on various buses.
Please take a moment to log in to the parent portal on Aspen and check the times so that you know what the bus
company and Central Office are projecting for approximate drop off/pick up times.

The Room Parents have been randomly selected for each class for the 2021-2022 school year. You’ll notice that
there are two classes that have only one room parent and are still in need of another. If you are interested and
able to fill the opening, please email Mrs. Burns at eliza.burns@norwellschools.org. These openings will be filled
on a first come, first served basis. Thank you to all that have volunteered to support the individual classes. Your
support is so helpful in planning special events and assisting the teacher to organize volunteers and materials
needed.  Thank you!

Cole School Room Parents 2021-2022

Class Room Parent Room Parent

K - Mrs. Blake Michelle Wahlbrink Sandy DiBonaventura

K - Mrs. Deptula Jamie Benway Amy Goldstein

K - Mrs. Fraser Andrea Marchildon Nissrine Bou Raffoul (Habchi)

K - Mrs. Giovanangelo Caitlin Medeiros Carissa Mak

1 - Mrs. Austin Sarah Stone Darah Joyce

1 - Mrs. Barrett Meghan Ostrowski Paula Burns

1 - Mrs. Bretsch Daryl-Ann Lewis-Roosa Katie Creedon

1 - Mrs. Strauss Christine Sullivan Heather Carroll

1 - Ms. Mason Pam Crohan Alethea Wait (Mahoney)

2 - Mrs. Evans Jennifer Grondell Andi Warren

2 - Mrs. Donahue Liz Ford (Harding) Sarah Higgins

2 - Mrs. Hayman Stephanie O’Neill Amy Scofield (Griffin)

2 - Mrs. Ryan Theresa Garvey (Joyce)

3 - Mrs. McGowan Katie Fitzgerald Veronica Carney

3 - Mrs. Orleans Cynthia Lydon Ashley Simpson

3 - Mr. Roberge Kathy Lang Marisa Thornton

3 - Mrs. Uhlman Kelly Bedard Cynthia Lazzaro

4 - Mrs. Fitzgibbons Stephanie O’Neill Emilee Leahy
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4 - Mrs. Williamson Christine White Jennifer Burns

4 - Mrs. Thompson Allison Scribner Erin Djelassi

4 - Mr. Rodis Courtney Stimpson Danielle Wood

5 - Ms. Barlow Christine Gordon Andi Warren

5 - Ms. Boyd Paula Bass

5 - Mrs. Rantz Leanne Gibbons Julie Otero

5 - Ms. Reilly Amanda Lacara Jessica Schauber

Homework has started for many students in most classes. Please review Norwell’s Homework Policy here.
Teachers truly appreciate the feedback on how your child/family is experiencing the homework at home, especially
after the hybrid model. Please reach out to your child’s teacher to let them know if the homework is too much, not
enough, or just right, or if it is causing tremendous stress in the home or for your child. With this feedback in mind,
teachers can partner with the families to support the students as needed.

October’s Lunch Menu click here

As a reminder, we share many pictures on the  Cole PTO facebook page as well as on Twitter. Please consider
following @Principal_Burns or joining the Cole PTO facebook page.

Counselor’s Corner

It has been great seeing the students settle into the school year and adjust to new routines. A continued reminder
that Mrs. Walsh is currently on maternity leave through late November.  Dr. Leah Ciolkosz (School Psychologist) is
here and available for support, resources, or to help answer any questions.  You can reach out to her
(leah.ciolkosz@norwellschools.org) or your child’s teacher with any social emotional concerns.

Resource of the Week -- October is National Bullying Prevention month. All students will be participating in a
series of Bullying Prevention lessons within their classrooms over the next couple of months.
CaptainCompassion.org provides a series of engaging comic style lessons that families could use at home to
reinforce our in-school lessons.

Library Corner

Interested in helping out in the library? Ms. McGarry is looking for 2-4 volunteers who are able
to help out about 1 hour a week shelving books. Volunteer hours are available between
9:00-11:30 and 1:00-3:00 Tuesday-Friday. Please email michelle.mcgarry@norwellschools.org if
interested. Thank you!

Birthday Book Program: If you are interested in donating a book to the library in honor of your child’s birthday,
we have a wonderful birthday book program here at Cole. The month before your child’s birthday, a form will be
sent home with your child as a reminder, in case you want to participate. Books donations are $15 payable to the
Cole School PTO and sent to Ms. McGarry in the library. Your child will be able to pick a book from our birthday
book bin and when it is ready (with a thank-you bookplate--and picture if you send one--affixed in front) your child

https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:9d277ad9-86ab-477b-8318-1f5d8a7203fb
https://www.norwellschools.org/Page/8043
http://www.captaincompassion.org/
mailto:michelle.mcgarry@norwellschools.org
https://www.norwellschools.org/Page/4220
https://docs.google.com/document/d/198BLbsvl5QdEED9zhVAF0PKjrI5u9U3gb7IvUQgeGBw/edit?usp=sharing


will be the first to check that new book out of the library. Books are then delivered to classrooms. Please be aware
that birthday books almost never get delivered ON the birthday itself; the process takes a couple of weeks from
form received to book delivered. Summer birthday? You can participate anytime by sending in the form here.
Thank you all for the hundreds of books we have received over the years!

Community News

Norwell Girls Travel Basketball is pleased to announce that registration is open for girls in Grades 4-8 for the
2021-2022 Travel Basketball season.  The season is scheduled to start in December with home league games
played back at Norwell Middle School. Team practices will be at the Middle, Vinal and Cole School.  We will be
playing a full season and playoff schedule for both the South Shore and Old Colony Leagues.
Girls Evaluations Week of October 25th: All girls are required to attend evaluations at the Norwell High School
to enable us to develop team rosters. Note all girls will be placed on a team (no cuts).  Evaluations enable us to
place girls based on their skill and competitive level. Please note we will have uniforms at evaluations for
girls to confirm/adjust sizes before ordering (we ask that you register online prior to evaluation)

Evaluation Schedule as follows:
Monday                 6:00 - 7:45pm     4th & 5th grade

7:45 - 9:00pm     6th grade
Tuesday                 7:30 - 9:00pm     5th & 6th grade
Wednesday           6:00 - 7:30pm     7th grade

7:30 - 9:00pm     8th grade
Thursday               7:30 - 9:00pm     7th & 8th grade

Please go to norwellgirlsbasketball.com to register.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/198BLbsvl5QdEED9zhVAF0PKjrI5u9U3gb7IvUQgeGBw/edit?usp=sharing
http://norwellgirlsbasketball.com/





